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France the ministers of finance have constantly found
the position untenable.1 A recent authority on par-
liamentary government, and one of the few writers who
understand the importance of the committee system,
is very severe in his strictures on the Italian commit-
tees. 2 He remarks that the ministers take no part in
their debates ;3 that the committees themselves are by
no means always friendly to the cabinet, and not being
restrained by party discipline, sometimes amend the
government proposals radically, sometimes delay their
report for the sake of defeating a measure, and some-
times even bring in a bill based on diametrically op-
posite principles. He says that the reporter of the
committee is less a helper than a rival of the ministers,
and he adds that in the case of the budget the cabinet
can rarely combat openly the decisions of the committee,
but is often obliged to accept a compromise. These
criticisms are, no doubt, perfectly just, and they illus-
trate forcibly the entire inconsistency with the parlia-
mentary form of government of any committees that
are not under the control of the cabinet;4 but it does
not follow that the Italian method of selecting the
committee on the budget is not a slight improvement
upon the French. "Within a few years Italy has made

1 Eouvier in France was at the head of the nnances from March, 1890,
to January, 1893, and this was an unusually long period.

a Dupriez, Les Ministres, vol. i. p. 309 et seq. See, also, Minghetti, /
Partiti Politicly p. 322.

8 On this point see, also, Brusa, p. 146, note 2.

4 On visiting the Chamber of Deputies in 1890, the writer was struck
by the way the place reserved for the committee symbolized its political
position. The committee whose report is debated occupies a special
bench facing that of the ministers.
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